
February 15 , 1 985 LB 290

PRESIDENT: Na y w e have some order i n t he Chamber, p l e a se .
Listen to the closing (gavel) argument on LB 290.

SENATOR HARRIS: I will close very quickly. I appreciate
the comments that are made. I guess this is one o f our
d ecis ion p o i n t s f or t h i s ses s i o n as to which direction we
a re headed o n t h e s p end i ng , as Senator Warner h as poin t ed
out. I understand the financial constraints that are going
t o be pu t b e fo r e us, as a y ok e a r ound ou r neck, as much a s
a nyone in t h i s Legi sl a tu r e . But we do have certain things
to consider that are right, and fair, and j u s t , a n d I
believe that this is one of them. It has been said t h a t
there are things we can't afford. I agree with that, but I
think this is one of those things that we need t o a f f o r d .
When you get down to the bottom line, there are some things
that we might be able to cut out in order to make room for
this particular expenditure. Also I want to point out that
this is at least the tenth time that I have heard about this
bill being the Pandora's Box being opened. A lso I wa n t t o
point out that the sky i s no t f a l l i ng w hen y ou h ave t h i s
sort of legislation put forward. I 'm sure the same things
were said back in 1977 when an adjustment was made for these
people and a precedent was set for such adjustments. Y et i t
did not open up the floodgates of spending and have everyone
coming down here asking for special legislation. It i s
simply a matter of justice because in 1977 the Legislature
i ncreased t he p en si o n amount for these old U nivers i t y
ret i r e es . The in c re as e w a s designed to match the salary
increases granted to the working University employees at the
time. They were designed to thwart the devastating effects
of inflation. In 1977,w hen t h e i n cr e a s e i n b enef i t s w a s
granted to 915 old University retirees, they were members of
t he 1961 p l an , p r e- 1 9 6 1 p l a n . The numbers are dwindling.
In my op i n i o n t h i s is s ome th i n g t hat we s h o u l d d o . T his i s
something that is right, and fair, and just. N r. P r e s i d e n t ,
I move t ha t w e a d v ance t h i s b i l l . Thank you.

PRESIDENT: M ot i on i s t o advance LB 290 f r om General File.
All those in favor vote aye, o pposed vote n o . The vote will
b e. . . I ' l l ask t h e Clerk to record the vote on th i s measure
i n an o t h e r 2 0 sec o n ds . Please v o te aye o r nay o n t h e
a dvancement o f L B 2 9 0 . H ave you a l l vo t ed ? The Clerk w i l l
record t h e vo t e . R ecord vo t e r e q u e s t e d .

CLERK: (Read recor d v ot e f ound o n p a ge s 6 1 5 - 16 o f t he
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